
Clearing the Air!!
Week 2!!!

Encouraging!
It’s been listed as one of the most deadly train accidents ever. On March 2, 1944, train 8017 pulled 
out of its station in Italy. Not long after, almost all of its passengers—more than five hundred people
—were dead. The train didn’t jump the tracks or explode or crash. In fact, the train suffered no 
external damage at all.!!
So why did so many people die?!
As the train pulled into a long tunnel, it apparently began to lose traction. There in the dark tunnel, 
faced with the unknown, the engineers had to react to an unclear situation. Precisely what they did, 
no one knows for sure. But we do know they lacked the clarity to exit the tunnel quickly. Carbon 
monoxide fumes from the low-grade coal spewing out of the train’s smokestack poisoned more than 
five hundred people.!
Clarity empowers you to act decisively—and fast. So instead of being stuck in a dark, potentially 
dangerous situation, debating what to do, you’ll already know.!
Take time now to review classroom policies. Be sure you’re clear about your ministry’s purpose or 
mission and about the nuts and bolts of your ministry role. Clarity counts—so be sure you’ve done 
your homework. If your ministry’s policies aren’t yet on paper, volunteer to make that happen.!!
Clarity helps everyone on your team be on the same page and keeps everyone working together.!!!
Engaging!
When you’re clear about the mission and purpose of your children’s ministry, and about policies and 
procedures, many decisions are easy to make because they’re already made.!
Review your ministry’s handbook this week. If there’s anything you don’t understand, call your 
ministry leader to get clarification. Take the initiative to get the information you need.!!!
Empowering!
“Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and 
working together with one heart and purpose.”!
—Philippians 2:2 (New Living Translation)!!!
Equipping!
Confusion breeds frustration, but clarity breeds confidence.!
• In what ways does being clear about your role affect your response to a task?!
• In what areas of your ministry do you feel clear, comfortable, and confident?!
• In what areas could you use clarification? Who might give it to you? How will you ask?!!!
Experiencing!
Meditate and pray this week about areas in your life and ministry in which you need clarification…!
Lord, thank you for the opportunity to serve. When I feel stuck and don’t know what to do, help me 
remember that there are people who’ll help clarify my role. When I feel frustrated, help me remember 
I’m empowered to act. Guide me, God, so I can glorify you in all my actions and relationships. Amen.!
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