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Get Ready for Easter  
Leader Guide: Lesson 1 

Elementary: Grades 3 – 6 
“Who Is This?” – Crowd at Triumphal Entry 

 
 

Series Verse 
He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Matthew 28:6 NASB 

 
 
The Point of the Lesson:  
 
Each child will understand that Jesus is a King and that we need to worship Him as a King 
by the way we live our lives. They will hear that many years ago people recognized that 
Jesus was worthy of praise and worshipped Him on Palm Sunday. They will learn ways to 
worship Him in what they do and say. 
 
 
The Power of God’s Word:   
 
Bless the One who comes in the name of the Lord!  
John 12:13 NIV 
 
 
The Prayer of Each Child:  
 
Dear Jesus, I pray that I will understand what this Easter season is all about. I know that 
many years ago people worshipped You with palm branches and saying, “Hosanna” to You. 
I want to recognize that You are worthy of worship each day because You are my King too. 
Help me to remember to worship You each day. I love You, King Jesus. Amen 
 
 
 
 

The Lesson in a Word: 
 

Worship 
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Object Lesson:  Trophy 
 
Game Materials: None 
 
Student Handouts: There are two handouts for students. One is a Family EnterAction Guide that is 
given out (one per family only) the first couple of weeks of a new series. We recommend passing out 
coupons (provided on CD) to all the students that direct the parents to a central pick up location, 
such as the Children’s Information Booth at your church, so that those parents who are interested, 
pick them up and you aren’t sending several home to the same family.  
 
Photocopy & spiral bind EnterAction Guides (provided on CD or purchase ahead of time 
from www.empoweringkids.net). 
 
Photocopy Student Handouts (provided on CD) There are two artwork options available to 
you on the CD, either the full color one in Adobe Acrobat Reader (.pdf format) or the one in 
Microsoft Word (.doc format). The one in the PDF format is completely ready to go and just 
needs to be duplicated, but cannot be altered. (We recommend using this one.) The one in 
Word format can be changed so that you can add your church name, logo or anything else 
you would like before duplication. (Note: This format does not include the color artwork for 
the background, so you would need to use this along with the artwork template.) If you have 
questions here, please feel free to call Empowering Kids at 1-866-EMPOWER (USA only) or 
949-855-0512 (International) or email us at Mary@empoweringkids.net, and we will be 
happy to help you with this.  
 
Pencils (enough for all the students) 
 
G3 Game: Mickey Mouse Gloves or other large, silly gloves. (1 per group) 
 

 
 
 
During Check In Time: 
We recommend that you have a variety of games and activities available for your kids to 
interact with after they have checked into your program. Some ideas for this are board 
games, a large Lego table, crafts or bead projects, a large whiteboard and markers (just for 
the kids), video games (be sure to screen the games for appropriateness), large floor 
games (rug or beach type games), drawing paper and markers, and a snack bar if possible.  
Have a signal, like a certain song that is played each week, to let the kids know when it is 
time to clean up and come sit down for the program to begin.  
 
Welcome from MC:   
 

Prepare: (Before service)  

Preview: (5 minutes) 
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Hey guys! I know it is still a few weeks off yet, but we are starting a new series that is about 
getting ready for Easter. A lot happened before the events of Easter took place, and each 
week we are going to find out a little bit more. Easter isn’t all about bunnies and candy – 
even though that stuff is still fun, it’s not the only thing to celebrate. 
 
 
Object Lesson:  
 
(Hold up trophy) I want you guys to check this out. I was going through some old stuff and I 
found this trophy. Why do we give someone a trophy? (To honor and recognize them) 
Today we are going to talk about how Jesus was honored and how people recognized Him 
as the King of Kings. 
 
Kid Connect Question: (Provided on CD on Power Point) 
 
Would you rather be a famous athlete or a famous singer? 
 
 
 

 
Here is a quick game to play with the kids to get them moving and having fun. It 
should take approximately five minutes, if you move it quickly. 
 

The Wave 
Objective: The children must create a “wave effect” while working together to finish first.  
This is very similar to “the wave” that you see in the crowd at a baseball game. The first 
team to finish the wave up and back will be the team winner.  To complete one wave, start 
with the first person in row 1 and work its way back to the last row, and then start again with 
the last row and work its way up to the front row.  Cheering, hoorays, and enthusiasm are a 
MUST in this game.  Play 2-3 rounds. 
 
Prepare: Choose in advance a few enthusiastic leaders and kids to be a part of the 
demonstration on stage. You want enough to be able to demonstrate two small rows.  
Prepare the leaders and kids in advance that they will need to be over the top on their 
cheers and enthusiasm while the MC walks them through the demonstration. 
 
Rules: When it is your turn to do the wave, stand up, throw your arms in the air and cheer!   
The wave must go through the rows in a zig zag formation.   
 
Explain: Friends, are you ready to play a game? Today’s game is called “The Wave.”  Has 
anyone ever been to a baseball game and watched the crowd do the wave around the 
stadium like this? (Look to the PowerPoint for a demo picture). Well, I love doing the wave!  
It is one of my favorite things to do, so I thought it would be fun to compete against each 
other and see which team will do the best wave!  Let me show you how this is going to 
work.  (Bring up your pre-chosen leaders/kids to the stage and have them form two lines 
facing the audience.) The game will begin with the first person in the first row. They will 

Play: (5 Minutes)  



Get Ready for Easter Elementary (3rd-6th) Leader Guide Lesson 1 
www.empoweringkids.net 

4 

stand up, throw their arms in the air, and cheer really loudly (as you are explaining, your 
demonstrators are showing the kids how it is done). After they go, the next person will go, 
and then the next and the next in a zig zag formation until they get to the last person in the 
last row. Then that person will start the wave again and send it all the way back up to the 
front row. The team to finish first with the most enthusiasm wins!   
 
Transition for MC:  
 
The wave is often done at sporting events to have fun, to show team spirit, cheer, and 
support their team. Did you know when Jesus entered Jerusalem for the very last time that 
many people gathered and honored Him by shouting praise and cheering for Him!? The 
kind of enthusiasm we showed today is the same kind we need to give to Jesus! He is the 
Son of God and died for us so we can live forever with Him in heaven. That is definitely 
something to cheer about! 
 
 

 
 
This is a time of corporate worship through singing and music. Plug in your own worship 
band, add some kids up on stage leading the other kids, and have a great time singing to 
God before the teaching video begins.  
 

 
This process includes the 10-15 minute teaching video, practice point and memory verse.  
On the DVD Menu Screen, choose Lesson 1 and then select Lesson 1 on the sub menu to 
play all of the following pieces to the Lesson. 
 
 
Lesson in a Word: Worship 
 
 
Memory Verse:  
Bless the One who comes in the name of the Lord!  
John 12:13 NIV 
 
 
What Should I See?  
Jesus entered Jerusalem for the very last time. The disciples were instructed to go find a 
donkey and her colt that were tied up outside of town and bring them to Jesus. He then rode 
on the donkey into the city of Jerusalem. As Jesus made His way into Jerusalem, people 
began to gather from all around the city. They waved palm branches and laid their coats 
and palm branches on the ground before Him. This was how they showed honor to Jesus 

Praise: (15 Minutes) 

Process: (15 Minutes) 
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as their King! It was like the people were watching a parade. This parade of people began to 
follow Jesus and shout “Hosanna,” (or today we would shout “Hooray!”) which was a shout 
of praise to Jesus. They also yelled, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest!” Their excitement continued to follow Jesus as He entered into the 
city of Jerusalem. When Jesus finally entered the city, the people who did not know Him 
asked, “Who is this?” The people who knew Jesus said, “It’s Jesus from Nazareth.”  
(Source: Matthew 21:1-11) 
 
 
What’s The Key?  
The key to this lesson today is that Jesus was recognized and treated like a King. A large 
crowd of people gathered, took off their coats and laid them on the ground along with the 
palm branches from the trees. This was how the people of Jesus’ day welcomed royalty. 
Many of the people who were in the crowd had been around to see the miracles Jesus had 
performed. So when they saw Jesus entering Jerusalem, they worshipped Him as King. 
 
 
 
What’s That To Me?  
Jesus told everyone that He was King and the people of Jesus’ day honored Him as a King. 
Here’s the real question…Do you believe that Jesus is King? Do you live your life in a way 
that Jesus is the king of your heart? Do you live in a way, by your words and actions, to 
show others that Jesus is your king? Getting ready for Easter is about Jesus and what He 
did for each of us. It is a time to acknowledge God and who He is. We need to answer the 
question that some of the people in Jerusalem asked that day, “Who is this?” My answer is, 
“He is my King!” What’s your answer? 
 
 
 
How Should I Be?  
I can think about Easter as a time to celebrate and worship Jesus. I can come to church and 
honor what He did for me. When I sing songs to God and honor Him as king, I show that I 
am worshiping Him. When I treat others the way He wants me to treat them, I am 
worshiping God. When I pray and talk to God, I am worshiping Him. To help us remember, 
worship is a word that could be said this way…worth-ship. When I make right choices, sing 
to Him and honor Him in all I do, I am showing God how much He is worth to me. You can 
tell how important something is to you or how much something is worth to you by the way 
you treat it. The same is true with God. How much is God worth to you? This week you can 
write out a prayer to God telling Him how much He is worth. 
 
 
Practice Point:     
I will worship God as King 
When I pray, read, shout or sing! 
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On the Resource CD, select Power Point Game and then select Lesson 1 to show the first 
slide. Press the arrow key to advance to the next slide. 
 
1. Total Recall (10 Minutes) 
 
Question 1: What were the disciples instructed to find? (a donkey and her colt) 
 
Question 2: True or False: Jesus and His friends rode on the donkey. (False) 
 
Question 3: What did the people wave and lay on the ground? (palm branches/their coats) 
 
Question 4: True or False: The people were excited to see and praise Jesus. (True) 
 
Question 5: True or False: The people believed Jesus was their King. (True) 
 
Question 6: True or False: Jesus wore a crown and robe. (False) 
 
Question 7: The theme of this lesson is: Jesus, the _________. (King) 
 
Question 8: The lesson in a word is _________. (Worship) 
 
 
 
2. “Live It” Testimony on Video (5 Minutes)  
 
This 5-minute video shows Craig sharing personal stories of how he has lived out the 
lesson. In the DVD Menu Screen, choose Lesson 1 and then select Live-It on the sub-menu 
screen. 
 
 
 
3. Memory Madness (10 Minutes) 
 
There is a slide on the Power Point Lesson that shows the verse, which you use at this time. 
Each team participates in their group trying to recite the week’s verse with the hand 
motions. Show the slide and give the kids a couple of minutes to practice the verse 
together. Then take the slide away and give each group a chance to recite the verse. The 
MC gives points to the teams according to how well they do on the Memory Madness 
Challenge. 
 
 
Bless the One who comes in the name of the Lord!  
John 12:13 NIV 
 

Practice: (35 Minutes) 
This segment consists of four elements all designed to reinforce the lesson. 
 
Total Recall: Game with Questions on PowerPoint 
 
Live It: Video of a student testimony relating to the lesson learned today 
 
Memory Madness: Game designed to help children recall the verse for the day 
 
G3: Stands for Get It, Got It, Good. A video asking questions to people “on the street” 
about the lesson taught. Children vote to see if they think the people get the answer right 
or wrong. 
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4. G3 Video Game (5 Minutes)  
 
Here is a fun video game to play with your kids! The students will each vote, by a show of 
thumbs up or thumbs down, whether they think the “mystery guest” who is being interviewed 
about the story will get the question right or wrong. On the DVD menu screen, select Lesson 
One, and then on the sub-menu screen select G3. The video will pause when it is time for 
you to ask the kids whether they think the person will answer the question right or wrong. 
Assign one adult or student leader (with a Mickey Mouse glove) to the front of each group, 
who will take a quick census of the thumb votes and decide what most of the group thinks 
the answer will be. This leader then uses his large Mickey Mouse glove to show the group 
vote of either thumbs up or thumbs down. After the short pause, the video will continue 
playing and will reveal whether the ‘man on the street’ got the answer right or wrong. Expect 
to hear lots of cheering if the students guessed correctly or moans if they were wrong! It’s 
lots of fun and reinforces some key concepts from the lesson in a creative way! 
 
 
Question 1: Where were Jesus and His disciples going? (to Jerusalem to celebrate the  
   Passover) He answered the question WRONG. 
 
   
Question 2: What did the two disciples get for Jesus to ride on? (a donkey) He answered 
the question RIGHT 
 
 
Question 3: What did the people shout as Jesus rode by? (Hosanna! Blessed is He who  
   comes in the name of the Lord!) He answered the question WRONG. 
 
 
 
 

 
At this point, have several leaders help to quickly pass out the Student Handouts and 
pencils to all the students. (We don’t recommend doing it earlier in the class, like upon 
check in, because they may leave them somewhere, roll them up, make paper airplanes, 
you get the idea…) This can be done in large group by having them turn around and use 
their chairs to write on. Or split the students into small groups and have them answer the 
questions around tables with leaders facilitating the discussion of questions. Either way, 
allow time for the students to fill in their personal answers and then give them an opportunity 
to share their answers with the group. You can keep these groups consistent or mix them 
up each week, depending on what your church needs and demographics of the kids in your 
service. Remember make it fit your program! 
 

WEEKLY HANDOUT 
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Things to Do Here: 
 
Question 1: How can I show Jesus that He is the King of my life?  
 
Question 2: How can I worship Jesus each day?  
 
Question 3: Where can I worship Jesus? 
 
**Allow the students a chance to fill in the information on the tear-off portion of the Student 
Handout and turn them in to leaders. This provides them with a chance to share prayer 
requests, questions or comments with you! You may even want to have a special box or 
mailbox where they can drop those prayer requests in for you to read later. Be sure that 
someone on the Children’s Ministry Staff at the church follows up on these prayer needs 
and that the kids are prayed for during the week.  
 
 
Things to Do at Home: 
 
Lastly, kids are dismissed to go and play games as they wait for their parents to pick them 
up. They take the student handout home and finish the last 3 questions during the week. 
You may want to offer an incentive of some type to students who return with their handout 
the following week to encourage them to finish it at home. 
 
Question 1: Memorize John 12:13 and say it to three people before the next weekend. 
 
Question 2: Read or act out Matthew 21:1-11 with someone in your family this week. 
 
Question 3: Write a thank you prayer to Jesus for being the King who came back to life. 
 


