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 Parables 
Leader Guide: Lesson # 1 

Elementary: Grades 3 – 6 
“The Good Samaritan” 

 
 
 

Series Verse 
And we know that the Son of God has come, and He has given us understanding so that we 

can know the true God. And now we are in God because we are in His Son, Jesus Christ. 
He is the only true God, and He is eternal life. 1 John 5:20 NLT 

 
 
 
The Point of the Lesson:  
This week each child will listen to a parable that Christ told about a man that was attacked 
by bandits and left for dead on the side of the road. Shortly after this attack, a priest and a 
temple assistant walked by and saw the man in trouble, but neither man did anything. 
Finally, a Samaritan saw the man in need and helped him. He went the extra mile and 
bandaged his wounds and took care of him. The point? God wants us to go the extra mile 
and not only see the needs of others, but also help them.    
 
 
 
The Power of God’s Word:   
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength  
and with all your mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.  Luke 10:27 NIV 
 
 
 
The Prayer of Each Child:  
Dear Jesus, I know there are people all around me that need help. Some need help getting 
things done, some need help fixing things, and others need the help of just having a friend. 
Help me this week as I try to obey Your Word. Help me to see someone that needs me to 
go the extra mile. Help me obey Your Word and go the extra mile for them. Amen. 
 
 
 

The Lesson in a Word: 
 

Love 
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Object Lesson: Running outfit (tennis shoes, running shorts, t-shirt, headband, and wrist 
bands) 
 
Game Materials: Fun, upbeat music to play while the game is in session. 
A list of the following ailments on PowerPoint or a poster to display: Your life ambition is to 
find your lost marbles, You are Peter Pan, Your Head is on Fire, You are Dori trying to find 
Nemo, You are Spiderman  
 
 
Student Handouts: There are two handouts for students. One is a Family EnterAction Guide 
that is given out (one per family only) the first couple of weeks of a new series. We 
recommend passing out coupons (provided on CD) to all the students that direct the parents 
to a central pick up location, such as the Children’s Information Booth at your church, so 
that those parents who are interested can pick them up and you aren’t sending several 
home to the same family.  
 
Photocopy & spiral bind EnterAction Guides (provided on CD or purchase ahead of time 
from www.empoweringkids.net). 
 
Photocopy Student Handouts (provided on CD). There are two artwork options available to 
you on the CD, either the full color one in Adobe PDF format or the one in Word format. The 
one in Adobe PDF format is completely ready to go and just needs to be duplicated, but 
cannot be altered. (We recommend using this one.) The one in Word format can be 
changed so that you can add your church name, logo or anything else you would like before 
duplication. (Note: This format does not include the color artwork for the background, so you 
would need to use this along with the artwork template.) If you have questions here, please 
feel free to call Empowering Kids at 1-866-EMPOWER (USA only) or 949-855-0512 
(International) or email us at customerservice@empoweringkids.net, and we will be happy 
to help you with this.  
 
Pencils (enough for all the students) 
 
G3 Game: Mickey Mouse Gloves or other large, silly gloves (1 per group) 
 
 
Note: Blue text in the Leader Guide indicates words to be spoken. 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepare: (Before service)  
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During Check In Time: 
We recommend that you have a variety of games and activities available for your kids to 
interact with after they have checked into your program. Some ideas for this are board 
games, a large Lego table, crafts or bead projects, a large whiteboard and markers (just for 
the kids), video games (be sure to screen the games for appropriateness), large floor 
games (rug or beach type games), drawing paper and markers, and a snack bar if possible. 
Have a signal, like a certain song that is played each week, to let the kids know when it is 
time to clean up and come sit down for the program to begin.  
 
 
Welcome from MC:   
(MC jogs in wearing his outfit) 
 
Hey, everybody! Welcome to (Name of your church). I hope you’ve had a great week. 
We’ve got a great day planned for you. Today is exceptionally exciting because we’re 
beginning a new series called “Parables.” We are going to look at some ordinary people in 
the Bible who did some extraordinary things. Over the next eight weeks, we are going to 
look at what God says makes a person “Super.” 
 
 
Object Lesson:  
(MC begins to stretch) 
Well, as you can see, I’m in training. I used to run a lot when I was in school. Do any of you 
like to run? It has been a while since I ran in a race and to be honest, I’m not in the best 
shape anymore. This past week I decided that it was time for me to get back into shape 
again. I sat down and wrote up a great exercise plan, but you know what? I really didn’t feel 
like I was getting in shape. It wasn’t until I put on my running stuff and started to run. This 
week we are going to look at going the extra mile—not just knowing that people need help, 
but also actually doing something about it. Ok, let’s get started with our kid connection 
question today.  
 
 
Kid Connect Question: 
Would you rather run in a race or watch one on TV? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preview: (5 minutes) 
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Here is a quick game to play with the kids to get them moving and having fun. It should take 
approximately five minutes if you move it quickly. 
 
What’s Up With You? 
 
Supplies: 
Fun, upbeat music to play while the game is in session. 
A list of the following ailments on PowerPoint or a poster to display: 

• Your life ambition is to find your lost marbles  
• You are Peter Pan 
• Your Head is on Fire 
• You are Dori trying to find Nemo 
• You are Spiderman  

 
Preparation: 
While children are arriving, choose 3 to 6 students (depending on the size of your group) to 
be “good neighbors” during the game. Explain that the rest of the group will not know who 
the good neighbors are, but it is the group’s job to discover them by going around in 
character asking everyone “What’s up with you?”  If a child comes across a good neighbor 
they will respond, “I am a good neighbor. Can I help you?”  When the child replies “Yes,” the 
child will be healed of their ailment and they will become a good neighbor and so on. 
 
How to Play: 
The MC will display the list of ailments to the students.  The children must choose one of 
them, keeping it to themselves. No one is allowed to change ailments during the game. 
They must stick with that ailment throughout the entire duration of the game. The MC will 
explain that they must find a good neighbor to help them.  When the game begins, the 
children will go into character walking around the room asking others “What’s up with you?” 
A child will respond in character (i.e., I am trying to find Nemo, or I’m looking for Captain 
Hook). If a child comes into contact with a good neighbor, they will tell them who they are 
and ask if they want help. If they respond yes, they will be healed and will then turn into a 
good neighbor and begin helping others. Play the game for 3 minutes or when everyone 
becomes a good neighbor, whichever comes first. 
 
Transition:  
Today, our illnesses were kind of silly, but in the real world many people are ill and need the 
love of Jesus. How do you think someone who is ill will experience God’s love? (Let kids 
respond) Jesus calls you and me who love Him to be the ones who care and love for others.  
Today we are going to hear a story about a Good Samaritan who reached out to a sick man 
when no one else would. The way we can love God with all of our heart, soul, and strength 
is to show genuine love to others—to treat our neighbor and friends just like we would want 
to be treated. 
 

Play: (5 Minutes)  
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This is a time of corporate worship through singing and music. We suggest 3 songs that are 
lively and kid friendly.  
 
 
 

 
This process includes the 10-15 minute teaching video, practice point and memory verse.  
During the video, encourage the students and leaders to interact with the video by 
answering the onscreen teachers back when they ask a question, calling out the lesson 
subtitles (What Should I see? What’s the Key? And so on.) and following their directions, 
like, “Stand up!” You’ll have to teach the kids to do this initially and then the pattern will be 
set and you will have active listeners! On the DVD Menu Screen, choose Lesson 1 and then 
select Lesson 1 on the sub-menu to play all of the following pieces to the lesson. 
 
 
Lesson in a Word:  
Love 
 
 
What Should I See?  
A certain Jewish man was traveling on a trip from Jerusalem to Jericho and was attacked by 
bandits. They beat him, stole his clothes, and left him for dead on the side of the road. 
Shortly after this terrible experience, a Jewish priest walked past. He saw the man in need, 
but instead of helping, he chose to walk on the other side of the road. It wasn’t long after the 
priest had left, that a temple assistant came walking past. He, too, saw the man in need, but 
did nothing to help him. Finally, a Samaritan man came down the road. Now the Jewish 
people and the Samaritans did not get along. As a matter of fact, they despised each other. 
Regardless of this fact, the Samaritan saw the man in need and went the extra mile and 
helped him. He bandaged his wounds. He put the man on his donkey and took him to an inn 
to sleep. He took care of him that night and in the morning he left some money with the inn 
keeper to be sure the man would be nursed back to health.    
(From Luke 10:25-37 NLT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Praise: (15 Minutes) 

Process: (15 Minutes) 
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What’s The Key?  
The key to unlocking today’s lesson is what the Samaritan man did when he saw a person 
in need. Even though the Jewish man was different than him, he chose to go the extra mile 
and help him. Not only did he see the man who was in need, but he also did something 
about it. He felt compassion for the man, and he bandaged his wounds. He put the man on 
his donkey and took him to an inn to sleep. Maybe there are people in your neighborhood or 
at school who are different than everyone else. These people may be in need. They may 
need help with school-work, or they may just need a friend. You can unlock this lesson this 
week by choosing to go the extra mile and help these people in need.  
 
 
Memory Verse:  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength  
and with all your mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.  Luke 10:27 NIV 
 
 
What’s That To Me?  
There are people all around us that are in need of help and love. We see these people at 
school, in our neighborhoods, and even here at church. Sometimes we feel like we are too 
busy to help them or maybe we are afraid to help them because they are different than us. 
God wants us go the extra mile and show these people His love and help them. He doesn’t 
want us to just talk about it here at church. He wants us to actually do something about it.      
 
 
How Should I Be?  
So, how should I be? Well, let’s start this week off right. We know that God wants us to go 
the extra mile and help others in need. He gave us the example in the Bible of a man in 
need. Two people saw his need and walked on by, but the third man was very different than 
the rest. He stopped and helped. He went the extra mile and made sure the man was 
helped. This week, look for people in need. Maybe they have dropped their book or pencil, 
or maybe they need a door held open. Nothing is too small, when you go out of your way to 
go the extra mile. This week show love to others, just like the good Samaritan did. 
 
 
Practice Point:     
When people need help,  
I’ll do it in style. 
I’ll practice what I preach, 
I’ll go the extra mile! 
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On the Resource CD, select Power Point Game and then select Lesson 1 to show the first 
slide. Press the arrow key to advance to the next slide. 
 
 
1. Total Recall (10 Minutes) 
 
Question 1: Who is telling the story of the Good Samaritan? (Jesus) 
 
Question 2: What happened to the man on the side of the road? (He was beaten and  
   robbed) 
 
Question 3: Where was the Jewish man heading? (Jericho) 
 
Question 4: Who was the first man that walked past the Jewish man in the road? (A priest) 
 
Question 5: The Jewish people despised which group of people? (The Samaritans)  
 
Question 6: What did the Samaritan leave with the innkeeper? (Money to take care of the  
   Injured man) 
 
Question 7: What is today’s lesson in a word? (Love) 
 
Question 8: Finish the Practice Point: When people need help, I’ll do it in style. I’ll practice 

 what I preach,__________________! (I’ll go the extra mile) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice: (35 Minutes) 
This segment consists of four elements all designed to reinforce the lesson. 
 
Total Recall: Game with Questions on PowerPoint 
 
Live It: Video of a student testimony relating to the lesson learned today 
 
Memory Madness: Game designed to help children recall the verse for the day 
 
G3: Stands for Get It, Got It, Good. A video asking questions to people “on the street” 
about the lesson taught. Children vote to see if they think the people get the answer right 
or wrong. 
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2. “Live It” Testimony on Video (5 Minutes)  
 
This five-minute video shows a child answering a question or two about how they try and 
live out this particular lesson in their own lives. On the DVD Menu Screen, choose Lesson 1 
and then select Live-It on the sub-menu screen. 
 
 
 
 
3. Memory Madness (10 Minutes) 
 
There is a slide on the Power Point Lesson that shows the verse, which you use at this time. 
Each team participates in their group trying to recite the week’s verse with the hand 
motions. Show the slide and give the kids a couple of minutes to practice the verse 
together. Then take the slide away and give each group a chance to recite the verse. The 
MC gives points to the teams according to how well they do on the Memory Madness 
Challenge. 
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength  
and with all your mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.  Luke 10:27 NIV 
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4. G3 Video Game (5 Minutes)  
 
Here is a fun video game to play with your kids! The students will each vote by a show of 
thumbs up or thumbs down whether they think the person who is being interviewed about 
the story will get the question right or wrong. On the DVD menu screen, select Lesson 1, 
and then on the sub-menu screen select G3. The video will pause when it is time for you to 
ask the kids whether they think the person will answer the question right or wrong. Assign 
one adult or student leader (with a Mickey Mouse glove or a large glove on their hand) to go  
to the front of each group, take a quick census of the thumb votes and decide what most of 
the group thinks the answer will be. This leader then uses his/her large “Mickey Mouse” 
glove to show the group vote of either thumbs up or thumbs down. After the short pause, 
the video will continue playing and will reveal whether the person being interviewed got the 
answer right or wrong. Expect to hear lots of cheering if the students guessed correctly or 
moans if they were wrong! It’s lots of fun and reinforces some key concepts from the lesson 
in a creative way! 
 
 
 
Question 1:  
How many people passed by the man lying in the ditch? (Three) 
 
Answer:  
Three. He answered the question RIGHT. 
 
 
 
Question 2:  
What is today’s memory verse? (Luke 10:27) 

  
Answer:  
Bob 27:5. He answered the question WRONG. 
 
 
 
Question 3:   
Where did the Samaritan man take the Jewish man? (An inn) 
 
Answer:  
Out to lunch. He answered the question WRONG. 
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At this point, have several leaders help to quickly pass out the Student Handouts and 
pencils to all the students. (We don’t recommend doing it earlier in the class, like upon 
check in, because they may leave them somewhere, roll them up, make paper airplanes, 
you get the idea…) This can be done in a large group by having them turn around and use 
their chairs to write on. Or split the students into small groups and have them answer the 
questions around tables with leaders facilitating the discussion of questions. Either way, 
allow time for the students to fill in their personal answers and then give them an opportunity 
to share their answers with the group. You can keep these groups consistent or mix them 
up each week, depending on what your church needs and demographics of the kids in your 
service. Remember to make it fit your program! 
 
 
Things to Do Here: 
 
Question 1: What are some things that stop us from helping people in need?  
 
Question 2: Why does God want us to go the extra mile and help others?  
  
Question 3: What are some ways that you can go the extra mile and help someone in need?  
 
 
**Allow the students a chance to fill in the information on the tear off flap portion of the 
Student Handout and turn them in to leaders. This provides them with a chance to share 
prayer requests, questions or comments with you! You may even want to have a special 
box or mailbox where they can drop those prayer requests in for you to read later. Be sure 
that someone on the Children’s Ministry Staff at the church follows up on these prayer 
needs and that the kids are prayed for during the week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEKLY HANDOUT 
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Things to Do at Home: 
 
Lastly, kids are dismissed to go and play games as they wait for their parents to pick them 
up. They take the student handout home and finish the last three questions during the week. 
You may want to offer an incentive of some type to students who return with their handout 
the following week to encourage them to finish it at home. 
 
 
Question 1: Write down your definition of what it means to go the extra mile and help 
someone. Read this to someone in your family. Who did you read it to? 
 
Question 2: What is something you can do this week to go the extra mile and help someone 
else? What is stopping you from doing this?   
 
Question 3: Ask your parents if they remember a time when they went the extra mile to help 
someone. Was it easy or difficult for them to do?  
 
 


