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Get Ready for Easter 
Leader Guide: Lesson 1 

Preschool: Age 4 - Kindergarten 
Triumphal Entry 

 
 
 

Series Verse 
He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Matthew 28:6 NASB 

 
                           

The Point of the Lesson:  
 
Each child will understand that Jesus is a King and that we need to worship Him as a King 
by the way we live our lives. 
 
 
 
The Power of God’s Word:  
  
Praise Jesus! 
John 12:13 Paraphrase 
 
 
 
The Prayer of Each Child:  
 
Dear Jesus, I pray that I will understand what this Easter season is all about. Help me to 
understand how to worship You every day. Help me to say and do things to show others 
that You are my King. I want to always sing about You and praise You every day. Amen 
 
 

The Lesson in a Word: 
 

Worship 
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Object Lesson: Crown 
 
Craft Supplies: Donkey** photo copy on card stock, glue, crayons, and a 2 ½” heavy twine   
 
Game Materials: Palm branches (paper or real) 
 
Story: Classroom Storybook (Provided on CD; print out and spiral bind at the top so that you 
have a visual teaching aid)  
 
Student Handouts: There are three handouts for students this age. One is a Family EnterAction 
Guide that is given out (one per family only) the first couple of weeks of a new series. We 
recommend passing out coupons (provided on CD) to all the students that direct the parents to a 
central pick-up location, such as the Children’s Information Booth at your church, so that those 
parents who are interested can pick them up and you aren’t sending several home to the same 
family.  
 
Photocopy & spiral bind EnterAction Guides (provided on CD or purchase ahead of time 
from www.empoweringkids.net). 
 
Photocopy Student Handouts (provided on CD). There are two artwork options available to 
you on the CD, either the full color one in Adobe PDF format or the one in Word format. The 
one in Adobe PDF format is completely ready to go and just needs to be duplicated, but 
cannot be altered. (We recommend using this one.) The one in Word format can be 
changed so that you can add your church name, logo or anything else you would like before 
duplication. (Note: This format does not include the color artwork for the background, so you 
would need to use this along with the artwork template.) If you have questions here, please 
feel free to call Empowering Kids at 1-866-EMPOWER (USA only) or 949-855-0512 
(International) or email us at Mary@empoweringkids.net, and we will be happy to help you 
with this.  
 
Photocopy Activity Booklets (provided on CD or purchase ahead of time from 
www.empoweringkids.net) 
 
Coloring Pages: Photocopy coloring pages (provided on CD) that correspond with this 
lesson; age-appropriate crayons  
 
Learning Center Materials (games, art supplies, puzzles, etc.) 
 
 
 

 
This is a time when children are checked into a classroom. They are provided with a choice 
of three-to-four learning center activities to participate in. Time is allowed at the end of this 
segment for classroom clean-up. 

Prepare: (Before service)  

Provide: (10 minutes)  
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This process includes 15-minute story/lesson (3 segments), 10-minute craft, and a 5-minute 
snack. 
 

Object Lesson:   
Who likes Easter? What is your favorite thing about Easter? (Listen to different responses) 
Well, here at church we are going to hear all about some things that happened a long time 
ago. We are going to hear why Easter is so special and why it is really a big celebration. 
(Hold up crown) See this crown? Who usually wears a crown? (Wait for answers.)That’s 
right – kings and queens wear them. Before Jesus went to the cross, people treated Him 
like a king. They waved branches and shouted out praises to Him. They were really excited 
to see Him.  
 
 
Story: (Use the Classroom Storybook as a Visual Aid) 
 
The Triumphal Entry 
 
Jesus came into Jerusalem for the very last time. The disciples were told to go find a 
donkey and her colt that were tied up outside of town and bring them to Jesus. He then rode 
on the donkey into the city of Jerusalem. As Jesus made His way into Jerusalem, people 
began to gather from all around the city. They waved palm branches and laid their coats 
and palm branches on the ground before Him. This was how they showed honor and 
attention to Jesus as their King! It was like the people were watching a parade. This parade 
of people began to follow Jesus and shout “Hosanna,” (or today we would shout “Hooray!”) 
which was a shout of praise to Jesus. They also yelled, “Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!” Their excitement continued to follow Jesus as 
He entered into the city of Jerusalem. When Jesus finally entered the city, the people who 
did not know Him asked, “Who is this?” The people who knew Jesus said, “It’s Jesus from 
Nazareth.” (Source: Matthew 21:1-11) 
 
Memory Verse:   
Introduce today’s verse to the children by saying it with them several times. Make it a 
competition between the girls and boys if you want. Add hand motions and changing 
inflection to make the verse come alive. Explain what the verse means to the kids. 
 
“Praise Jesus!” John 12:13 Paraphrase 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Promote: (25 minutes)  



Get Ready for Easter Preschool Leader Guide Lesson 1 
www.empoweringkids.net 

4

Craft: Stand-up Donkey 
 
Materials: For each child you will need to photo copy the pattern of donkey** parts on card 
stock, glue, scissors, crayons and 2 ½” heavy twine cut into one 1 ½” piece and one 1” 
piece. 
 
Directions:  

1. Give each child a donkey sheet to color. 
2. Have children cut out the body, head and two ears. 
3. Fold the body in half at dotted lines. 
4. Fold the feet out at dotted lines. 
5. Fold out neck tabs. 
6. Glue ears onto donkey’s head. 
7. Glue head to donkey. 
8. After unbraiding 1 ½” twine, glue this on for the tail. 
9. Unbraid 1” twine and glue between ears for main 
10. Have children write their name on donkey. 
11. Talk about the donkey that carried Jesus into Jerusalem and review today’s lesson 

and verse with the kids as they make their donkeys. 
  
**Craft artwork can be found in craft supplements files. 
 
 

Completed Craft:  
 
Snack: 
This is a time for a class snack where leaders can reinforce the Bible story, memory verse 
or encourage a personal application among the kids. Be sure to pray before the kids eat 
their snack and thank Jesus for the food. If you would like, ask the children if any of them 
want to pray for the class. Or lead them in a prayer, stopping after each short sentence for 
the children to repeat after you. That way they will learn to pray to God also.  
 
After snack, encourage the children to clean up after themselves by throwing away their 
trash. Give lots of praise for good manners and following directions. 
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Travel to Large Group: (5 Minutes) 

 
 
This is a time of corporate worship through singing and music. Turn on DVD and play Sing 
This here. Then, plug in your own worship session here. We suggest Jana Alayra’s Music 
which is available at www.empoweringkids.net. 
 
 

 
 
This segment is designated to reinforce the lesson and teach application with age-
appropriate props, puppets and video during a large group time. On DVD player, select 
Lesson 1 and this will play Hear This, Picture This and Do This portions of the video here. 
 
Hear This: (5 minutes) 
Sharkey the Puppet hosts this portion of the video that teaches the Memory Verse in a fun 
way that includes a little song and a corny joke! 
 
Jesus was recognized and treated like a King. A large crowd of people gathered, took off 
their coats and laid them on the ground along with the palm branches from the trees. This 
was how the people of Jesus’ day welcomed kings and queens. When they saw Jesus 
entering Jerusalem they worshipped Him as a King. Our verse this week is: “Praise Jesus!” 
John 12:13 Paraphrase 
  
 
Picture This: (5 minutes) 
 
Puppet friends, Cassie, Spencer and Baxter host this section that tells the Bible Story. 
 
The Triumphal Entry 
 
Jesus came into Jerusalem for the very last time. The disciples were told to go find a 
donkey and her colt that were tied up outside of town and bring them to Jesus. He then rode 
on the donkey into the city of Jerusalem. As Jesus made His way into Jerusalem, people 
began to gather from all around the city. They waved palm branches and laid their coats 
and palm branches on the ground before Him. This was how they showed honor and 
attention to Jesus as their King! It was like the people were watching a parade. This parade 
of people began to follow Jesus and shout “Hosanna,” (or today we would shout “Hooray!”) 
which was a shout of praise to Jesus. They also yelled, “Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!” Their excitement continued to follow Jesus as 
He entered into the city of Jerusalem. When Jesus finally entered the city, the people who 

Praise: (10 minutes)  

Process: (20 minutes)  
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did not know Him asked, “Who is this?” The people who knew Jesus said, “It’s Jesus from 
Nazareth.” (Source: Matthew 21:1-11) 
 
 
Do This: (5 minutes)  
Jack the Rabbit and Sully the Turtle remind the kids how to apply this lesson to their lives!   
 
Sully the turtle tells the kids that he is hosting a show called, “The Turtle Talks” and tells the 
kids that he is going to teach them about Easter. He says that Easter grass, bunnies, eggs 
and baskets all go with Easter. Jack the Rabbit reminds Sully that Easter is all about Jesus, 
not those other things. Then they remind the kids that Jesus was treated as a King when he 
entered Jerusalem and everyone praised Him. He tells the kids that we should Praise Jesus 
too! 
 

Easter is such a fun time. What do you think of when you think of Easter? Easter 
baskets, colored eggs, an Easter egg hunt, new clothes, maybe? Easter is really all 
about Jesus and what He did for us the last week He was here on earth. The first 
thing that happened was that Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey on what we 
celebrate as Palm Sunday. Everyone worshipped Jesus as King, by waving palm 
branches and saying, “Hosanna!”  We should worship Jesus also! 

 
 
(Myron sings a reprise of the Theme Song to end this part of the video.) 
 
 
Travel back to classroom: (5 minutes) 
 

 
 
 
1. Group Activity: (10 minutes) 
This section includes a circle-time activity or classroom game that can be played with 3 or 
30 in the classroom. 
 
Game: Path of Praises 
 
Materials: palm branches, (paper or real) 
 
Directions: Have the class act out the story of Jesus’ triumphal entry. Line the children up in 
two lines, which face each other. Let different children pretend to be Jesus as they walk 
through the lines. Have the children wave their “palm branches” and praise Jesus! 
 
If time allows, let the children all take turns walking through the lines as the class says, 
“Yeah _____! You’re awesome ________!” Have the class clap for each child. 

Practice: (15 minutes)  
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Lesson Tie In: Remind the children that Jesus was worshipped as a king when He entered 
Jerusalem. The people were showing Him honor by praising Him and waving palm 
branches. Then talk about how it feels to walk through people saying your name and hear 
the clapping. 
 
 
2. Pray: (2 minutes) 
Dear Jesus, I pray that I will understand what this Easter season is all about. Help me to 
understand how to worship You every day. Help me to say and do things to show others 
that You are my King. I want to always sing about You and praise You every day. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When parents are returning to check out their children, provide a variety of classroom 
activities to keep the kids busy. We recommend having age-appropriate books out on the 
story rug and a leader there reading stories to the kids who are interested. Also, provide the 
same three-to-four learning center activities that were out at the beginning of the class, and 
have the lesson’s Coloring Pages out at a table with crayons.   
 
Student Handouts: 
Be sure each student goes home with an Activity Booklet this first week. Explain to the 
parents that there are five coloring and activity pages for the students to do each week that 
go along with the Bible Lesson they learned at church.  
 
Provide each student with a Student Handout for the week. Be sure they take home their 
craft and the Coloring Page as well. 
 
 

Things to Do at Home: 

Activity 1: Act out the Bible story from Matthew 21:1-11 with your family this week. Don’t 
forget the palm branches! Who got to play Jesus? 
 
Activity 2: Listen to some kid’s worship music (like Jana Alayra) and praise Jesus this week 
at home. What is your favorite song? 
 

Check Out: (10-15 minutes)  


