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Driving Force

Lesson 1
Preschool: Age 4 - Kindergarten

 “Starting Your Car”
Faithful

Series Verse
“So in all things Jesus has first place.” Colossians 1:18 NCV

                          

The Point of the Lesson: 
Students will realize that Jesus must have first place in order to win in life. Students will 
realize that they must make Him first place in all they think, say, and do in order for Jesus to 
be the Driving Force in their lives.

The Power of God’s Word:  
 Jesus has first place. Colossians 1:18 NCV

The Prayer of Each Child: 
Lord, Thank you that You are always with me in this great race of life. You are the best and 
can always help me. I love You so much. Help me to always make You #1 in my life. Amen 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Lesson in a Word: 

Faithful
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Prepare: (Before Service)

Object Lesson: Toy car

Craft Supplies: Boat and Fish Pattern (photocopied), pre-cut 10-inch pieces of yarn, glue or 
tape, scissors, crayons or markers.

Game materials: none

Story: Classroom Storybook (Provided on CD; print out and spiral bind at the top so that you 
have a visual teaching aid.) 

Student Handouts: Photocopy Activity Booklets (Provided on CD or purchase ahead of time 
from www.empoweringkids.net), Photocopy Student Handouts (Provided on CD)

Provide: (10 minutes)
This is a time when children are checked into a classroom. They are provided with a choice 
of three-to-four learning center activities to participate in. Time is allowed at the end of this 
segment for classroom clean-up.

Promote: (25 minutes)
This process includes 15-minute story/lesson (3 segments), 10-minute craft, and a 5-minute 
snack.

Object Lesson: 
I love to collect these little cars. I can take them anywhere. I can pretend to “drive” them all 
over the place. I get to control where they go and how fast they go. Our lives are kind of like 
these little cars too. But who controls us? When we love Jesus and want to learn about Him, 
He will help to control us. He will be the Driving Force behind us. But He will only do that if 
we let Him be #1 in our lives.

Today we are going to hear about the first people who Jesus called to follow Him. They 
became his closest friends and are known as His disciples. Let’s hear how they became 
faithful and followed Jesus. 

http://www.empoweringkids.net
http://www.empoweringkids.net
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Story: (Use the Classroom Storybook as a Visual Aid)

Jesus Calls the Disciples
Jesus traveled to Galilee, telling people about the Kingdom of God. One day as Jesus was 
walking by the sea, He saw two brothers fishing, throwing their nets into the sea. Their 
names were Simon and Andrew. Jesus asked them to follow Him, saying He would make 
them fishers of people. They put down their nets right away and followed Him. As Jesus 
continued on, He saw brothers James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were with their 
father in a boat, fixing their nets. They were fishermen also. Jesus called to them, and they 
both dropped everything, left their father and the boat to follow Jesus.  (Source: Matthew 
4:18-22)

Memory Verse: 
Jesus has first place. Colossians 1:18 NCV

Practice Point: 
With Jesus first in my car, 
I will faithfully go far!

Craft: 
Boat & Fish Bookmark

Materials: Boat and Fish Pattern (photocopied), pre-cut 10-inch pieces of yarn, glue or tape, 
scissors, crayons or markers.

Directions: 
1. Each child colors and cuts out the Boat and Fish pattern.
2. Next, have them fold the boat and place one end of the string between the boat and glue 
or tape to hold. 
3. Then fold the fish and put it at the opposite end of the yarn and glue together. (See 
picture below.)
4. Allow to dry before moving.
5. While they are making the bookmark, remind them how God called the disciples while 
they were out fishing in their boats. the disciples left their fish behind and followed Jesus, 
because they wanted to make Him first in their lives.

.
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Snack:
This is a time for a class snack where leaders can reinforce a Bible lesson or encourage a 
personal application among the kids.

Travel to Large Group: (5 Minutes)

Praise: (10 minutes)
This is a time of corporate worship through singing and music. Turn on DVD and play Sing 
This here. Then, plug in your own worship session here.

Process: (30 minutes)
This segment is designated to reinforce the lesson and teach application with age-
appropriate props, puppets and video during a large group time. Turn on DVD player and 
play Picture This, Hear This, and Do This Video here.

Picture This:
Jesus traveled to Galilee, telling people about the Kingdom of God. One day as Jesus was 
walking by the sea, He saw two brothers fishing, throwing their nets into the sea. Their 
names were Simon and Andrew. Jesus asked them to follow Him, saying He would make 
them fishers of people. They put down their nets right away and followed Him. As Jesus 
continued on, He saw brothers James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were with their 
father in a boat, fixing their nets. They were fishermen also. Jesus called to them, and they 
both dropped everything, left their father and the boat to follow Jesus.  
(Source: Matthew 4:18-22)

Hear This: (5 minutes)
Jesus has first place. Colossians 1:18 NCV

Do This: (5 minutes)
It might be more tempting to watch TV or play with a new toy, but I can choose to be faithful 
by coming to church and spending time with God. I can give up some play time or video 
game time to hear Bible stories. I can talk to Him through prayer anytime, just like I talk to a 
friend, because He is always with me.
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Travel back to classroom: (5 minutes)

Pray: (5 minutes)
Lord, Thank you that You are always with me in this great race of life. You are the best and 
can always help me. I love You so much. Help me to always make You #1 in my life. Amen 

Play: (10 minutes)
This section includes a circle time activity or classroom game that can be played with 3 or 
30 in the classroom.

Game: 
Come and Follow Me

Materials: none 

Directions: Have the children spread out around the room and sit down on the floor. Pick 
one child to play Jesus. Instruct that child to walk around the room, tap the other children on 
the head and say, “(Name), come and follow me.” That child will get up and follow Jesus. 
Continue on until everyone is following Jesus.

Review with the children how Jesus called many people to follow Him. The twelve disciples 
are known for following Him. Jesus wants people today to follow Him too. When we make 
Jesus #1 in our lives, we will want to follow Him.

Student Handouts:
Be sure each student goes home with an Activity Booklet this first week. Explain to the 
parents that there are five coloring and activity pages for the students to do each week that 
go along with the Bible Lesson they learned at church. 

Provide each student with a Student Handout for the week. 
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